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Project Overview

Goal: build an online resource to organize and 
unify state-level information for opioid overdose 
data and policies

Aim: to detail tips for success and potential 
challenges to establishing linked-records 
databases at the state level to address the 
opioid crisis. 

How: assemble a group of experts and 
stakeholders and to understand how data 
linkages have been handled across the country.

CHERISH Research
Center for Health Economics of Treatment 
Interventions for Substance Use Disorder, 
HCV, and HIV) 

- a multi-institutional Center of 
Excellence funded by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
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What is Data Linkage?
- a method of bringing information from different sources 

together about the same person or entity to create a new, 
richer dataset
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- highlights key gaps or 
challenges for existing 
data-collection and analysis 
efforts

- outlines potential steps that 
could be taken to overcome 
these challenges



Significance

- Combining the many public 
health interventions reduces 
opioid overdose

- Many stakeholders and 
departments have limited 
resources/information

- There is a need for a database 
or model states can follow
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Literature Review

An Assessment of Fatal and 
Nonfatal Opioid Overdoses in 
Massachusetts (2011 – 2015)
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Health and Human 
Services

Using Data to Guide Action in 
Response to the Public Health 
Crisis of Opioid Overdoses
Monica Bharel, MD, MPH, Dana Bernson, 
MPH, Abigail Averbach, MSc 5
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Methods

- Propose the idea during meetings with CHERISH Team
- Through search of Google Scholar, PubMed, and public 

health and health department websites
- Developed a list of first contacts
- Hosted information interviews with stakeholders



Initial State Research
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The Heterogeneous Mix

DashboardsReportsAcademic Articles
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Stakeholder Interviews

First Group of Contacts:
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Maryland

Illinois

Delaware

Pennsylvania

Connecticut

Kentucky

Tennessee

Utah

Maine

New York

Ohio

Methodology of First Contacts:

- Personal contacts
- Wide range
- Intimate for organizational 

purposes



Interview Questions
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Data Information

Background

Further Connections

Combined Efforts

Advice

Resources

Can you connect us with anyone 
else to grow this project.
Advice to other states wanting 
to do more with their data.
Do you combine data from other 
departments?
Which resources guide your 
linkage.
Describe what type of data you 
use.
What is your/your teams role?



Main Points from Interviews
- Experts in data-linkage range from interns to Chief of 

Directors

- There are varying opinions on whether legislature should be 
involved in the dissemination of these linked-record 
databases

- Some interested in public presentation of data and further 
combination from different departments

- Many would find a model and a collaborative group helpful
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Lessons Learned
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- There is great value in personal relationships and 
networking

- Patience and diligence are key for a thorough search

- How to conduct and Information interview with experts 
and stakeholders in this field



What’s Next?

- Continue interviews with stakeholders

- Build more secondary and tertiary connections with new states

- Find more information about legislative mandates within different 
states and whether data experts find it helpful or harmful

- Organize collaborative meeting/conference with the stakeholders 
from multiple states across the nation
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Thank you!
Questions or Comments?
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