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What are IRBs and HRPPs?

❖ Review research 
proposals

❖ Uphold ethical standards 
and regulations 

❖ Develop institutional 
policies to protect 
participants

2700+
Registered with 
OHRP 



Focused on scientific rigor 
and participant protection 

Researchers and Participants

Participant rights and 
responsibilities

Regulatory compliance and 
ethical standards

Who can I contact for 
questions, complaints, and 
injuries?

vs. 

vs.



Participant protections

❖ Informed Consent
❖ Minimization of risk
❖ Reasonable balance 

between benefits and risk
❖ Continuous oversight



How can IRBs serve as a 
trusted source of information 

about research?



Does the IRB provide 
information relevant to people 

considering participation in 
research?  

Does the IRB have resource 
specifically directed towards 
research-participants?



IRB WebsitesAccessible?

Open to the public?



FINDINGS



Methods

- Reviewed an initial list of 15 IRBs selected across 
several geographic areas in USA

- Developed a draft data collection tool
- Google Forms and Sheets

- Refined the data collection tool as a full group 
- Tested the tool again through a double-coding 

exercise and refined further 
- Used IORG # as organizing tool and randomized 

sample for final research
- Sample based on 2700+ IRBs
- Sample reduced to 400+ IRBs based on # of 

HHS protocols



Qualitative and Quantitative Data 
Analysis

What are we looking for?
- Participant Bill of Rights
- Contact information 
- FAQs
- Community Outreach
- History
- Information about role of IRB
- Questions to ask when considering enrollment
- Research risks and benefits

How many sites have some or all of these?









MAYBE YOU NEED TO DIVIDE THE CONTENT

Mercury is the closest planet to 
the Sun and the smallest one in 
the Solar System—it’s only a bit 

larger than our Moon

Venus has a beautiful name and 
is the second planet from the 

Sun. It’s terribly hot—even hotter 
than Mercury

CONTRAINDICATIONS INDICATIONS



Next Steps

❖ Finished coding

❖ Qualitative analysis

❖ Writing

❖ Ethical analysis



Research Team 
- Tanya Matthews
- Elisa Hurley
- Monique Tadeo
- Holly Taylor
- Daniel Ashat
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What I have learned…

★ Research assistants have some of the most 
important work on a research project

★ Great teams make research easy
○ Communication
○ Encouragement/confidence 



Thank you!


