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Naomi Adaniya, PhD, is a Policy Analyst in the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Criminal Division. Her primary role is to lead the Health Care Fraud 
Data Analytics Team. In this capacity, Naomi is responsible for analyzing 
data, policy, and leadership initiatives, supporting research at the National 
Institute of Justice, and building relationships with internal and external 
stakeholders in both the public and private sectors. Her work yields 
strategic recommendations related to the Department’s Health Care Fraud 

and Abuse Control program and prescription opioid efforts. She serves as a subject-matter 
expert with regards to the U.S. health care system, especially in areas of health policy, market 
assessment, and health care financing. In addition, Naomi helps support the Division on 
corporate monitor, geospatial, and national security matters. She previously served as the 
Administrative Director for the Center for Lean Healthcare Research at Ohio State’s Fisher 
College of Business and as a Fellow in the U.S. House of Representatives. Naomi is a proud 
Penn graduate and SUMR Scholar. 
 
 
 
Sophia Anderson is a recent graduate from The College of Wooster, 
where she majored in mathematics and minored in biology.  While at 
Wooster she worked on a number of different research experiences, 
primarily focusing on using mathematical models to explain outcome 
disparities in infant mortality rates.  She also took a semester to conduct 
research in Morocco where she examined the immunization infrastructure, 
and the relationship between private and public Moroccan health entities.  
 
During her time at SUMR, Sophia worked on two projects. In the first project she worked with 
Noora Marcus on a study through Way to Health, which focused on patients with hypertension. 
The study tested whether daily interactive text messaging works as well as electronic pill bottles 
in encouraging medication adherence for these patients. Sophia also worked with Manik 
Chhabra on a research project evaluating a community-based care management program for 
high utilizing patients in North Philadelphia.   
 
Currently Sophia has returned to UPenn to rejoin her mentor, Noora Marcus, at Way to 
Health.  She is currently working as a clinical research coordinator on Way to Health's Empower 
study,   which is remote monitoring clinical trial for patients with CHF.  
Moving forward, Sophia plans on attending graduate school for epidemiology and looks 
forwards to combining her quantitative interests with public policy, eventually earning her PhD. 
Sophia is especially interested in the complexities of health disparities and hopes to apply future 
epidemiological research in bringing improvements to health disparities within the U.S. and 
abroad. 
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David Asch, MD, MBA, is Executive Director of the Penn Medicine Center 
for Health Care Innovation. He is the John Morgan Professor at the 
Perelman School of Medicine and Professor of Health Care Management 
and Professor of Operations, Information and Decisions at the Wharton 
School. 
 
Dr. Asch’s research aims to understand and improve how physicians and 
patients make medical choices in clinical, financial, and ethically charged 

settings, including the adoption of new pharmaceuticals or medical technologies, the purchase 
of insurance, and personal health behaviors. His research combines elements of economic 
analysis with psychological theory and marketing in the field now called behavioral economics. 
He is the author of more than 300 published papers. 
 
He teaches health policy at the Wharton School and he practices internal medicine at the 
Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center, where he created and from 2001 to 2012 directed 
the Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion—the Department of Veterans Affairs’ 
national center to support vulnerable populations and reduce racial disparities.  From 1998 to 
2012 he was Executive Director of the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics. 
He has received numerous awards for teaching, research, and innovation at the University of 
Pennsylvania and nationally. He is an elected member of the Association of American 
Physicians and the National Academy of Medicine (formerly, Institute of Medicine). 
 
Dr. Asch received his bachelor’s degree from Harvard University, his MD from Weill-Cornell 
Medical College, and his MBA in Health Care Management and Decision Sciences from the 
Wharton School. He was a resident in Internal Medicine and a Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Clinical Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

 
Hillary Bonuedie graduated from Columbia University in 2016 with a major 
in economics. Currently Hillary works as an associate at The Kinetix Group, 
where she works with life science companies to effectively engage with their 
health system customers by building and implementing value-based care 
delivery models for patients. 
 
As a SUMR ’14 scholar, Hillary worked with Dr. Ian Bennett, (Associate 
Professor of Family and Community Health), as well as the SPIRIT group, to 
develop technology to help low-income women experiencing maternal 
depression learn about evidence-based treatment through the use of patient decision aids. 
Additionally, Hillary worked with Dr. Kira Ryskina to survey physicians and ascertain the extent 
to which they consider costs when administering treatments. 
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Nada Boualam graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 2017. 
She was a member of the Life Sciences and Management program, and 
studied Biological Basis of Behavior in the College of Arts and Sciences as 
well as Healthcare Management & Policy at Wharton. She plans on 
pursuing a doctorate in health policy, and is particularly interested in the 
geographical & economic disparities vis-a-vis healthcare access in the 
world. Nada wants to understand the effects of health policies on the way 
people with different socioeconomic backgrounds receive healthcare. 

 
During her time as a SUMR Scholar, Nada worked with Dr. Zack Meisel and Julia Mitchell on 
translating health policy research into easily readable briefs. The project is under the 
supervision of the Center of Health Economics of Treatment Interventions for Substance Use 
Disorder, HCV and HIV (CHERISH), and aims to foster the use of completed research into the 
creation of health policy. Nada also worked with Dr. Carmen Guerra on assessing the impact of 
the Navigation program, which aims to foster health equity in the community. 
 
At Penn, Nada was involved with the Wharton Undergraduate Research Board promoting 
research within the Wharton community through the creation and implementation of various 
programs. She was also involved with the Wharton Undergraduate Healthcare Club as an 
Industry Group Leader with a focus on the Life Sciences and Pharmaceutical Industry. In her 
free time, Nada volunteers at the Student Hospice Organization of Penn and provides 
companionship and care for patients at the Penn Rittenhouse Hospice Facility.  
 
 
 
Bridgette M. Brawner, PhD, APRN, is an Assistant Professor of Nursing 
at the University of Pennsylvania. She graduated Cum Laude from 
Villanova University in 2003 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing. While 
working as a Neonatal Intensive Care nurse at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, she earned a Master’s of Science in Nursing from the 
University of Pennsylvania (Penn) as a Psychiatric-Mental Health 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse in 2005— specializing in working 
with children and families. Dr. Brawner earned a Doctorate of Philosophy 
in Nursing from Penn in 2009, and was selected as the University’s inaugural Distinguished 
Postdoctoral Fellow immediately upon completion of the degree. She is currently a member of 
the standing faculty in both the Center for Health Equity Research and the Center for Global 
Women's.  
 
In 2011, Dr. Brawner was selected as one of four scholars from across the nation to serve as a 
two-year Visiting Research Fellow at the Yale University Center for Interdisciplinary Research 
on AIDS (CIRA) through the Research Education Institute for Diverse Scholars (REIDS). In this 
role, she gained advanced methodological skills to explore multi-level factors that shape health 
inequities. As a young scientist, Dr. Brawner has already received more than $1 million dollars 
in federal funding for her research. She has a passion for urban women’s mental and physical 
health. Through a health equity lens, her program of research focuses on multi-level, multi-
method, biobehavioral approaches to sexual health promotion in disenfranchised populations. 
There are four, interconnected arms: 1) Elucidate salient individual-level factors that protect 
against or increase risk for adverse sexual health outcomes, such as HIV and other sexually 
transmitted infections; 2) Explore the social and structural context in which relationships develop 
and sexual behaviors occur; 3) Mobilize communities and integrate findings to identify 
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modifiable factors; and 4) Develop, test and disseminate multi-level, comprehensive, evidence-
based health promotion and disease prevention models. Sexual health among women, racial 
and ethnic minorities, and youth bears significant implications for public health; including the 
health of future generations. Dr. Brawner believes that innovative research methodologies can 
be used to understand the decisions people make regarding risk and protective behaviors. As 
an independently-funded biobehavioral scientist at a research-intensive institution, her long-term 
goal is to improve health outcomes for historically underserved populations in disenfranchised 
geosocial settings. Dr. Brawner highlights that: “Research is as an advocacy tool. As scientists, 
we have the privilege and responsibility to use our findings to address abhorrent social 
injustices across the globe.” 
 
 

 
Allison Briggs is a PhD student in the Health Care Management and 
Economics Department who just completed her first year. Before returning to 
school, Allison worked for RTI International’s Health Care Financing and 
Payment Program. During this time, she worked on projects for ASPE, CMS 
and MedPAC that included post-acute care episode risk adjustment, quality 
measure development and examining the impact of behavioral health 
coverage expansion under the ACA. She is a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill 
and the Gillings School of Global Public Health with degrees in Mathematics 

and Biostatistics.  
 
 
 

Lawton Robert Burns, PhD, MBA, is the past Chair of the Health 
Care Management Department 2007-2014, the James Joo-Jin Kim 
Professor, a Professor of Health Care Management, and a Professor 
of Management in the Wharton School at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is also Director of the Wharton Center for Health 
Management & Economics, and Co-Director of the Roy & Diana 
Vagelos Program in Life Sciences and Management.  He received 
his doctorate in Sociology and his MBA in Health Administration from 
the University of Chicago. Dr. Burns taught previously in the Graduate School of Business at the 
University of Chicago and the College of Business Administration at the University of Arizona 

Dr. Burns has analyzed physician-hospital integration over the past 25 years. In recognition of 
this research, Dr. Burns was named the Edwin L. Crosby Memorial Fellow by the Hospital 
Research and Educational Trust in 1992. Dr. Burns has also published several papers on 
hospital systems and physician group practices. The last 13 years he spent studying the 
healthcare supply chain. He completed a book on supply chain management in the healthcare 
industry - - The Health Care Value Chain (Jossey-Bass, 2002) - - and a recent analysis of 
alliances between imaging equipment makers and hospital systems. These studies focus on the 
strategic alliances and partnerships developing between pharmaceutical firms/distributors, 
disposable manufacturers, medical device manufacturers, group purchasing organizations, and 
organized delivery systems.  He has also edited The Business of Healthcare Innovation 
(Cambridge University Press, 2012) which analyzes the healthcare technology sectors globally: 
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, medical devices, and information technology. Most recently, he 
has served as lead editor of the 6th Edition of the major text, Healthcare Management: 
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Organization Design & Behavior (Delmar, 2011). His last book, India’s Healthcare Industry, was 
just published in 2014 (Cambridge University Press, 2014). He has a companion volume, 
China’s Healthcare System and Reform, just published this year (Cambridge University Press, 
2017).  
  
Dr. Burns teaches courses on healthcare strategy, strategic change, strategic implementation, 
organization and management, managed care, and integrated delivery networks. From 1998-
2002, he was a Visiting Professor in the Department of Preventive Medicine at the University of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine, where he taught corporate strategy to physicians. Dr. Burns also 
received an Investigator Award from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to study the reasons 
for failure in organizational change efforts by healthcare providers. He is a past member of the 
Grant Review Study Section for the Agency for Health Care Policy & Research, and a past 
board member of the Health Services Section of the Institute of Medicine. He is also a Life 
Fellow of Clare Hall at the University of Cambridge. 
 
 

 
Randy Burson graduated from Swarthmore College in 2015 with a 
degree in Biology and a minor in Sociology and Anthropology. He has 
continued to conduct social science-based health services research at 
Penn Medicine in the Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care, as 
well as anthropological fieldwork on psychosocial health in Chile. He will 
be pursuing an MD/PhD in anthropology at the Perelman School of 
Medicine in the fall.  
 

Randy became fascinated with health at an early age, growing up in his home state of New 
Mexico. He was influenced in the intersection between culture and medicine, and how this 
intersection was used as a way to both treat and heal patients.  It wasn’t until he started college 
that he became more interested in the field of public health and research.  In the future, he 
plans to work towards improving healthcare access and health equity for rural and underserved 
populations. 
 
During SUMR Randy worked alongside Dr. Kristen Feemster of CHOP, and Dr. Alison 
Buttenheim of the School of Nursing, as well as their research teams.  His two projects were 
designed to determine the effectiveness and feasibility of using a behavioral economics 
intervention to increase adult TDaP vaccination against Pertussis (Whooping Cough).  The 
second project involved a systematic review of community pharmacies as sites of adult 
vaccination. 
 
 
 
Kristen Caldarella, MHA, is a Project Manager for Provider Behavior at the 
LDI Center for Health Incentives and Behavioral Economics. Kristen 
manages a portfolio of projects that design and test the use of alternative 
payment models to better incentive population health while decreasing 
health spending growth. Kristen received her Master of HealthCare 
Administration from Columbia University and her undergraduate degree in 
Public Health from Brown University. 
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Molly Candon, PhD, is a postdoctoral fellow at the Leonard Davis Institute 
of Health Economics and the Center for Mental Health Policy and Services 
Research at the University of Pennsylvania. She received a BS and MA in 
Economics from Northeastern University and a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Georgia. Currently, her research examines access to primary 
care under the Affordable Care Act, the effectiveness of autism insurance 
mandates, neuroleptic prescribing for children’s ADHD, retainer-based 
medicine, and the diffusion of evidence-based prescribing. 

 
 
 
Carson Connor Clark has served as Communications Specialist for CHERP since 2009.  
She is a professional writer and webmaster with expertise in public relations, social marketing, 
strategic communications, and research dissemination. She won GovDelivery’s 2016 Digital 
Strategy & Impact Award and the Veterans Health Administration Certified Mentor of the Year 
in 2013. A graduate of Georgetown University, she earned a certificate in Advanced Business 
Administration from the Wharton Evening School. 
 
 
   
Elizabeth Cooney, MPH, is the Assistant Director of the Fostering 
Improvement in End-of-Life Decision Science (FIELDS) Program. In addition 
to providing administrative oversight for the FIELDS Program she manages 
several clinical trials focused on end-of-life care and critical care health 
services research. She has a master’s degree from the Boston University 
School of Public Health and an undergraduate degree in Health Studies from 
Georgetown University. 
 
 

 
Jessica Clymer was a SUMR scholar in 2011. After finishing her BA in 
psychology at Temple University in 2012, Jessica enrolled in Penn's 
second-degree accelerated BSN program and graduated in 2014. She is 
currently a clinical nurse at CHOP Karabots Pediatric Center, a primary 
care center for children in West Philadelphia. She co-leads the quality 
improvement committee there, and is also a part time graduate student at 

Penn in the Pediatric Primary Care Nurse Practitioner program. 
 
Please let me know if there is anything else you need Safa! As always, if you have any students 
who are interested in nursing, specifically in peds primary care, you can always send them my 
way. I LOVE my job and am so happy with my career and am so thankful for SUMR to exposing 
me to the vast field of nursing. 
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Kristen Feemster, MD, MPH, MSHPR, is an Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics in the Division of Infectious Diseases at CHOP and the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Feemster’s research portfolio reflects a longstanding interest in public 
health and a commitment to improve outcomes for children by addressing 
contextual factors that may impact disease risk and access to health 
services. This has resulted in two complimentary foci: 1) understanding 
how environmental factors, social networks, and community systems affect 
the epidemiology of infectious diseases; and 2) evaluating policies related to the prevention of 
pediatric infectious diseases, specifically vaccine policies. Her current research includes vaccine 
acceptance among parents and immunization providers in the U.S. and internationally, 
community-based interventions to improve vaccine uptake, neighborhood factors associated 
with the incidence of pertussis and influenza, and health-care associated respiratory infection in 
the pediatric ambulatory setting. This body of work has also demonstrated the importance of 
understanding the drivers of health-related behaviors and adoption of new recommendations to 
ensure effective policy implementation.  
 
In addition to her research, Dr. Feemster is a senior fellow in the Leonard Davis Institute of 
Health Economics (Penn), the Director of Research for the Vaccine Education Center (CHOP) 
and core faculty with PolicyLab (CHOP). She is also the Medical Director of the Philadelphia 
Department of Health Immunization Program and served on the Advisory Commission for 
Childhood Vaccines that advises the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (2011-17).  
Dr. Feemster received her MD and an MPH in Population and Family Health from Columbia 
University Schools of Medicine and Public Health in New York City. She completed pediatric 
residency at CHOP then pursued a dual fellowship training program in health services research 
and pediatric infectious diseases: she was a fellow in the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation (RWJF) Clinical Scholars Program at Penn, completing a Master of Science degree 
in Health Policy Research then returned to CHOP for pediatric infectious diseases training. She 
joined the faculty in her current position in 2010. 
 
 

 
Molly Frean just finished her first year in the Healthcare Management PhD 
program. Her research interests are still evolving, but she is generally 
interested in patient behavior and decision-making when it comes to making 
choices about insurance coverage and care. Before coming to Penn, Molly 
worked as a research assistant at the Harvard School of Public Health. Before 
that, she spent a couple years working at a health economics consulting 
company working with pharmaceutical and biotech clients. For her 
undergraduate degree, Molly studied Economics and Psychology at Macalester 

College in Saint Paul, MN. Molly is originally from Boston, MA and in her free time, she enjoys 
playing volleyball, traveling, and scoping out the best “Mac & Cheese” on restaurant menus. 
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Joelle Friedman, MPA, is the Associate Director of the LDI Center for Health 
Incentives and Behavioral Economics. Ms. Friedman oversees the day-to-day 
operations of the center as well as builds corporate and foundation alliances, 
fostering fruitful and strategic collaborations and helping to disseminate 
information about the center’s work.  She has sixteen years of experience 
managing and overseeing research activities in health services 
research.  She has a Master of Public Administration from Columbia 
University. 
 
 

 
David T. Grande, MD, MPA, is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School Of Medicine and a Senior Fellow 
at the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics.  Dr. Grande’s research 
and work focuses on health policy with a specific focus on the health care 
safety net.  He recently chaired the health transition team for Philadelphia 
Mayor Michael Nutter and has worked with the City of Philadelphia and State 
of New Jersey on issues related to access to care and the financial viability of 
safety net institutions.  He is a founding board member of Healthy 
Philadelphia, an organization chartered by the City of Philadelphia focused on 

improving the quality of care for vulnerable populations.  He is a member of the Advisory 
Committee on Pennsylvania’s Public Health Law for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  He 
also conducts research on aspects of medical professionalism including the civic and social 
roles of physicians and the influences of commercial marketing on the profession.  Dr. Grande 
trained in internal medicine at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  Previously he was 
the national president of the 40,000 member American Medical Student Association and led the 
organization’s health policy and advocacy work on issues concerning access to care and health 
care for vulnerable populations.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the National 
Physicians Alliance.  He completed a Masters in Public Affairs at Princeton University and was a 
Robert Wood Johnson Health & Society Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania.   
 
 
 
Scott E. Harrington, PhD, is the Alan B. Miller Professor of Health Care 
Management, Insurance and Risk Management, and Business Economics and 
Public Policy and chair of the Health Care Management Department at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.  He is also a Senior Fellow with 
the Leonard Davis Institute for Health Economics and an Adjunct Scholar for 
Health Policy at the American Enterprise Institute.  A frequent speaker on 
health insurance reform and insurance markets and regulation, he has 
conducted research, consulted, or served as an expert for many organizations.  
He has testified before the U.S. House and Senate on numerous occasions, 
including testimony on Affordable Care Act CO-OPs and rate review.  His 
recent research has focused on the ACA’s impact on health insurance markets and regulation.  
He teaches courses on the U.S. health care system, health care finance, and empirical methods 
in health economics and health services research.  
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Terri Haywood is a Health Science Specialist working with CHERP Investigator Melissa Dichter 
on the Intimate Partner Violence study. This study explores experiences and health services of 
women survivors of intimate partner violence.  Terri has worked at the VA since 2010.  Terri has 
also most recently worked at the Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers 
(MIRECC) as a (Research) Psychology Technician.  She holds an MS in Psychology and is 
nearing completion of an MPH with an emphasis in Social and Behavioral Epidemiology.  Terri 
also served honorably in the US Air Force for over six years.  She has worked closely with 
communities in West Africa and South Korea on important social issues such as women’s 
health, refugee education and training, and health safety and promotion.   She continues to be 
driven by issues related to Veterans’ health and reducing health disparities among minorities. 
 
 
 

Anita Henderson, PhD, is the Senior Director to the Deputy Dean, and Diversity Officer for the 
Wharton School. Anita supports the Deputy Dean’s strategic agenda by advising and 
coordinating activities and programs involving faculty, academic departments, students, 
research centers and curricula for all divisions of the School (undergraduate, MBA and 
Executive MBA, Doctoral, and Executive Education).  As a senior administrator, she staffs 
meetings with department chairs and the Deputy Dean's Executive Committee.  She has served 
on the Academic Planning and Budget Committee, the principal consultative committee to the 
Provost of the University of Pennsylvania. 
  
As Diversity Officer for Wharton, Anita develops programs to help increase diversity among the 
faculty in coordination with the University’s plan. In this capacity, she co-created Introduction to 
Diversity in Doctoral Education and Scholarship (IDDEAS), a program designed to increase 
diversity in the doctoral education pipeline.  IDDEAS is jointly funded by the Dean’s Office and 
Wharton Doctoral Programs.  She represents Wharton at the annual conference of the PhD 
Project which recruits underrepresented minorities to doctoral programs in business.    
  
With the Wharton Doctoral Programs, Anita has helped with the development of WSAWBA, (the 
Wharton Society for the Advancement of Women in Business Academia).   The mission of 
WSAWBA is to provide professional and social support for women who are building research 
careers in business-related fields.   
 
She worked Wharton Operations on the creation of lactation space for Wharton mothers. She 
was the lead person in obtaining a membership for Penn in the National Center for Faculty 
Development and Diversity, an organization which supports success academic careers for 
doctoral students, post-docs, and faculty. 
  
Anita has served as a lecturer in Penn’s School of Arts and Sciences, Department of Linguistics, 
from which she earned her Ph.D. She is a co-author of “Competing Systems in Philadelphia 
Phonology” which was published in Language Variation and Change in 2016. 
 
Outside of Penn, she is on the board of the Lyra Society--led by Elizabeth Hainen, the principal 
harpist of the Philadelphia Orchestra--which supports professional harp instruction, 
commissioned works featuring harps, and a program for advanced training of harpists. 
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Blanca Himes, PhD, is an Assistant Professor of Informatics in the 
Department of Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Informatics. She obtained her 
Ph.D. in Medical Physics and Bioinformatics from the Harvard-MIT Health 
Sciences and Technology program and was as a Medical Informatics 
research fellow at Harvard Medical School in the Computational Health 
Informatics Program of Boston Childrens Hospital. Dr. Himes’ research 
focuses on gaining insights into asthma pathogenesis and treatment using 
biomedical informatics approaches. She has performed genetics and 
genomics studies of asthma and related traits as a lead investigator and as 

part of large collaborations. She has used probabilistic graphical models to find genetic 
association networks and designed a computational algorithm to search through large datasets 
for optimal predictors of a phenotype. Using electronic health record (EHR)-derived data, she is 
characterizing the geospatial distribution of asthma exacerbations in the Philadelphia area, and 
relating these patterns to environmental and socioeconomic variables. 
 
 
 
Christopher Koilor is a spring 2017 graduate of The Pennsylvania State 
University.  He received his B.S. in Biobehavioral Health which is a field of 
study that integrates the social and biological sciences to obtain a holistic 
approach to health.  Chris has always been interested in health and 
healthcare through classes, experiences, and other influences such as 
mentorship in his life.  Chris plans to pursue a career in medicine in the near 
future to provide quality care to underrepresented communities and to study 
prominent health disparities affecting these populations.  For the next year, 
Chris will be completing a one year post-baccalaureate program at Thomas 
Jefferson University in Philadelphia before applying to medical school. 
 
During his time at Penn State, Chris was very involved in in the community through a peer 
mentoring program for incoming freshman and change of campus students to promote diversity 
and inclusion on campus.  In addition to this, he served as a peer health educator on campus to 
educate the student body on health behaviors and healthy habits.  Chris was also a volunteer at 
the University Health Services where he conducted patient intake and vitals under the 
supervision of attending clinicians.   
 
As a SUMR ‘16 scholar, Chris worked on two separate projects.  The first of the two was with 
Dr. Meghan Lane-Fall, MD, MSHP where they aimed to characterize ICU patient and family 
experiences of recovery after traumatic injury.  The second project was with Dr. Therese 
Richmond, PhD, FAAN, CRNP where they aimed to understand emotional response and 
recovery from traumatic injury in urban black men.  Chris has continued to work with Dr. Lane-
Fall over the past year by assisting the team with coding assignments and bi-weekly team 
meetings.  Both experiences provided Chris with a strong foundation for critical thinking and 
practical research skills that he hopes to further develop and utilize over the years to come.  
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Gregory B. Kruse, MSc, MPH, is the Special Assistant to the CEO at the University of 
Pennsylvania Health System where he is working on the implementation of organizational 
changes to improve quality and value for care. Prior to joining UPHS, Greg was a doctoral 
student studying health economics and management in the Health Care Systems department at 
The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. His research was focused on dynamic 
competition in the pharmaceutical industry, diffusion of high-technology medical procedures, 
and the impact of pharmaceutical marketing and reimbursement on physician prescribing 
behavior. Greg worked for two years at Bristol-Myers Squibb in the Global Outcomes Research 
department conducting economic analyses for newly developed products, market forecast 
modeling, and pricing studies. Greg received his MSc from the London School of Economics in 
econometrics and a MPH from Yale University specializing in health management. 
 

 
 
Noora Marcus, MA, is the Project Manager for Clinical Delivery 
at the LDI Center for Health Incentives and Behavioral 
Economics, managing the launch of new health care delivery 
projects using the Way to Health platform, including heart failure 
management, hypertension management and post-acute knee 
and hip replacements. Past research includes medication 

adherence for patients post AMI and racial disparities in BRCA testing. She has a 
MA from the New School University.   
 
 

 
Brandon McKenzie, from Moorestown, NJ is currently a senior at 
Swarthmore College. As a member of the 2017 graduating class, he will 
receive a BA in Psychology. Following graduation he plans to attend 
medical school starting in the fall of 2018, and hopes to specialize in 
psychiatry or neurology. Brandon is specifically interested in the health 
disparities as regards mental illness as well as in the biochemical 
mechanisms underlying mental illness.  
  

During his time as a SUMR scholar, Brandon worked on two research projects. One of the 
projects was entitled Risk Perception and Patient Understanding of Breast and Colon Cancer 
under Dr. Angela Bradbury. The study aim was to design a risk-assessment and prevention 
program for at-risk family members of cancer patients. The other project was entitled Risky 
Driving Behavior Prevention/Intervention in Teens under Dr. Catherine McDonald. This study 
aimed to examine and report on scenarios that most commonly lead to auto accidents among 
teens.  
  
At Swarthmore College, Brandon is a Resident Assistant, where he counsels 30 students 
regarding college life skills, personal affairs, academics and other matters. He is a member of 
the Men’s Club Soccer team as well as the Swarthmore TOPS Soccer program, where he 
serves as a mentor to special needs children through soccer. He is also a research assistant 
with the psychology department, researching the neurochemical basis of abnormal fear 
memory. In his free time he enjoys playing basketball and soccer, reading, and listening to 
music.  
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G.J. Melendez-Torres, RN, is currently an Associate Professor in Health Technology 
Assessment and Epidemiology at the University of Warwick.  After graduating from Penn in 
nursing and health care management, he undertook a doctoral degree at the University of 
Oxford in the Department of Social Policy and Intervention, working at the intersection of 
medical sociology and social epidemiology.  In addition to his ongoing work on epidemiological 
aspects of sexualized drug use and on the public health aspects of child and adolescent social 
development, he lead health technology assessments to inform decision-making by the National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence in the UK. 
 
 
 
Raina Merchant, MD, MSHP, FAHA, is an Associate Vice President at Penn 
Medicine and Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania. She has secondary appointments in the Department of 
Internal Medicine and Department of Anesthesia and Critical Care. She is the 
Director of the Center for Digital Health and Co-Director of the Penn Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) Clinical Scholars Program (CSP) and the 
National Clinician Scholars Program. 
 
Dr. Merchant attended Yale University for her undergraduate degree, 
University of Chicago for Medical School, and the University of Pennsylvania for a Masters of 
Science in Health Policy Research and the RWJCSP. Her work is at the intersection of digital 
media and health. She has specifically conducted projects evaluating health behaviors and 
communication on digital platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Yelp, Instagram, and Google.  One of 
her projects in this area involves “banking language” through the development of a unique 
longitudinal database of social media data merged with health record data. Much of her work 
also bridges new technologies in the field of cardiovascular health and resuscitation science. In 
this context, she is the Director of the MyHeartMap Challenge, 
(http://www.med.upenn.edu/myheartmap/) a social media and crowdsourcing project aimed at 
improving (automated external defibrillator) AED access and awareness by engaging the public 
to serve as citizen scientist.  
 
Dr. Merchant is currently funded by the NIH and has over 85 peer-reviewed publications in 
journals such as NEJM, JAMA, Circulation, and Health Affairs. Her work has been featured in 
Wired, the Economist, the Wall Street Journal and others. She was recently recognized by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation as one of 10 young investigators likely to have a significant 
impact on the future of health and healthcare in the US.  

 

 

Laurie Norton, MA, is the Project Director for Clinical Delivery at the LDI 
Center for Health Incentives and Behavioral Economics, overseeing the 
launch of new health care delivery projects using the Way to Health 
platform, including heart failure management, hypertension management 
and post-acute knee and hip replacements. Past research includes 
medication adherence for patients post AMI, financial incentives for weight 
loss and fatigue management for medical residents. Prior to joining Penn in 
March 2007, she worked as an administrator in the peace and social justice 

http://www.med.upenn.edu/myheartmap/
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programs at the American Friends Service Committee and at the Ford Foundation. She has an 
MA from Villanova University. 
 
 
 
Kehinde Oyekanmi graduated from Temple University in 2017 with a BS in 
Public Health. Currently, she is a research assistant in the Department of 
Family and Community Health at The University of Pennsylvania School of 
Nursing. She works on a study that focuses on identifying parental driving 
behaviors of child passengers ages 4-10 years that can inform future 
interventions to reduce pediatric morbidity and mortality related to motor 
vehicle crashes.  
 
During SUMR, Kehinde worked with Dr. Karen Glanz and Donna Paulhamus Giordano on a 
study that implemented healthy marketing strategies in an effort to increase the sales and 
purchases of healthier food products. She also worked on a soda tax evaluation, where she 
assessed the availability and pricing of sweetened beverages in Philadelphia to determine how 
the proposed tax will affect the retailed price consumers will pay. 
 

 
 

Daniel Polsky, PhD, is the Executive Director of the Leonard Davis Institute of 
Health Economics, Professor of Medicine in the School of Medicine and a 
Professor of Health Care Management in the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania.  He received a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of 
Pennsylvania in May 1996 and a Master of Public Policy from the University of 
Michigan in 1989.  His research areas include access to health care, 
economics of the physician workforce, and economic evaluation of medical and 
behavioral health interventions. His research was awarded AcademyHealth’s 
Article of the Year in 2014. He serves on the Congressional Budget Office’s 

Panel of Health Advisers and the Institute of Medicine Board on Population Health and Public 
Health Practice.  He is an associate editor at Health Economics and serves on the editorial 
board of several journals including Health Services Research and Medical Care Research and 
Review.  He was the Senior Economist on health issues at the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers in 2007-08.   He is a coauthor of the book “Economic Evaluation in Clinical Trials” 
recently published by Oxford University Press. 
 
 
 
Marisa Rogers MD, MPH, is an Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine in the 
Perelman School of Medicine where she provides patient care and teaches 
residents and medical students. She serves as an Associate Program Director 
for the Internal Medicine Residency Program. She grew up in the Philadelphia 
area, but headed south for her undergraduate and graduate degrees which 
she obtained at Emory. She completed a primary care residency in Internal 
Medicine and then spent a year as a primary care chief resident at the 
Brigham. She joined the Penn faculty in 2003, but left in 2007 to be the 
Medical Director of Spectrum Health Services, a federally qualified community 
health center with sites in West and North Philadelphia. She returned to Penn 
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in 2013. Her interests include community health, and diversity in the healthcare workforce. She 
serves as a Board Member and Chair of the Quality committees for the Ambulatory Health 
Services division of the Philadelphia Department of Health. She is also the Board Chair of 
United Community Clinics (UCC) a free clinic run by Penn medical students. She is married and 
has two children and enjoys spending time with her family and reading. 
 
 
 

Rebecka Rosenquist, MSc, is Assistant Director of Health Policy & 
Communications at the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics (LDI) 
at the University of Pennsylvania. She works with LDI’s 250+ Senior 
Fellows to ensure that their research informs policy. She also leads efforts 
to bring together initiatives at Penn and CHOP aimed at ensuring the policy 
impact of research, and coordinates LDI’s health policy seminar series. 
Previously, she worked in global health policy and advocacy at Plan UK, 
coordinating the Action for Global Health Network in the UK, a cross-
European alliance funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. She has 

also worked for the humanitarian news website Thomson Reuters AlertNet, the political action 
committee EMILY’s List and interned for International Crisis Group, The AIDS Support 
Organization and the U.S. State Department. She has a MSc in Global Politics from the London 
School of Economics & Political Science and a BA from Cornell University. 
 
 
 
J. Sanford (Sandy) Schwartz, MD, is the Leon Hess Professor of Medicine and 
Health Management and Economics at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman 
School of Medicine and The Wharton School, Senior Fellow at the Leonard 
Davis Institute of Health Economics and Senior Scholar at the Center for Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of Pennsylvania. Former 
Executive Director of the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics, Dr. 
Schwartz is a clinically oriented health services researcher focusing on 
assessment of medical interventions and practices, medical decision making and 
the adoption and diffusion of medical innovation. 
 
Dr. Schwartz has served as advisor and consultant to a wide range of public and private sector 
groups, including federal and international agencies, non-profit groups, pharmaceutical, 
insurance and managed care organizations, and several state health departments and 
regulatory agencies. He was founding Director of the American College of Physicians’ Clinical 
Efficacy Assessment Project, president of the American Federation of Clinical Research and the 
Society for Medical Decision Making, founding editor of the American Journal of Managed Care, 
associate editor of the Journal of General Internal Medicine and on the editorial board of 
Medical Decision Making. 
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Robin Stevens, PhD, MPH, is a health communication scholar focused on 
achieving health equity in African American and Latino communities. Her 
research integrates public health and communication science to influence 
the individual, social and structural determinants that drive health inequity. 
Her area of expertise is in examining the relationship between new and 
traditional media and adolescent risk behavior. Her program of research is 
typified by two lines of inquiry; the quantification of new and traditional 
media effects on adolescent health behavior and the development of 

mediainformed HIV prevention interventions. She is the author of the recent article on "The 
Digital Hood". 
 
Dr. Stevens is an Assistant Professor in Nursing at the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Nursing and the Director of the Health Equity & Media Lab. She received her AB from Harvard 
College, MPH from University of Michigan, and PhD from the Annenberg School for 
Communication, University of Pennsylvania. She is also a Visiting Professor at the Center for 
AIDS Prevention Research at UC-San Francisco and a Senior Fellow at the Penn Center for 
Public Health Initiatives. 

 

Roy Wade, Jr., MD, PhD, MPH, has worked to improve health outcomes for at 
risk populations, with a particular focus on the role of social determinants in the 
persistence of health disparities. Dr. Wade recently completed a Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Clinical Scholars Program at the Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania and now holds a junior faculty position 
at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) in the Department of General 
Pediatrics. Building on the landmark Adverse Childhood Experiences Study, his 
work as an RWJ Scholar explored the adverse experiences of young adults in 
economically distressed neighborhoods in Philadelphia. 

 

Charmaine Wright, MD, MSHP, grew up in Illinois, then went to Harvard for 
college and medical school.  She completed her residency in internal medicine 
and pediatrics at Harvard's Combined Med-Peds program and was selected 
chief her final year.  During residency, she nurtured her interest in maternal-
child health and nutrition throughout the lifespan.  She completed a Robert 
Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program and Masters in Health Policy 
Research at the University of Pennsylvania, and joined faculty there in 2010 as 
an Assistant Professor in the Division of General Internal Medicine with a 

secondary appointment in the Department of General Pediatrics at CHOP.  She works in the 
field of health behaviors, self-efficacy, and goal setting in two main arenas: 1) To understand the 
associations that exist between pregnancy behaviors, mother and child by studying prospective 
and retrospective cohort data, and implementing an RCT testing a postpartum weight loss 
intervention, and 2) To improve weight loss and self efficacy among obese primary care patients 
some of whom are awaiting bariatric surgery.  Her goal is to design family weight loss 
interventions with and for vulnerable communities. She teaches a course to the Masters in 
Health Policy Research students on community based participatory research.  
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/ace/
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Janet Weiner, PhD, MPH, is Associate Director for Health Policy at the 
Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics at Penn.  She writes and edits 
Data Briefs, Issue Briefs, and LDI’s blog, Health Policy$ense. She also 
works with multidisciplinary teams to conduct health services research and 
to develop strategies to disseminate research results to policymakers. Prior 
to coming to Penn, she was a Research Associate for the American College 
of Physicians, where she researched and wrote College position papers on 
health policy, ethics, and clinical practice. She holds a journalism degree from Northwestern 
University, a master’s degree in public health from Johns Hopkins University, and a doctoral 
degree in urban planning from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

 
 
Shamarlon Yates is a 2017 graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
where he studied Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE). He is a 
member of the SUMR Class of 2014 where he worked with Dr. Kevin Volpp 
at the Center for Health Incentives and Behavioral Economics (CHIBE) on a 
study exploring how behavioral economic interventions impact statin 
adherence in patients with high LDLs. In addition, Shamarlon worked with 
Dr. Lorraine Dean at The Schmitz Lab  
looking at the relationship between diet and exercise and cancer survivorship 
and prevention.  
 

Shamarlon is interested in the intersection between business and healthcare. He served as a 
Start-up Intern at dbaza Health where he presented behavioral economics research to 
the dbaza founder to aid in the design of their chronic diabetes management program. He also 
served as a Summer Associate in the Life Sciences Advisory division of Navigant Consulting 
where he completed data analysis of epidemiology data of a large U.S. healthcare system and 
worked on a market assessment for intraosseous infusion (IO) devices in emergency care 
settings in the U.S. This summer, he will be joining Accenture as a full-time Analyst in their 
Management Consulting division. 
 


