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Background

● Women as well as racial and ethnic minorities are severely 

underrepresented in academic entrepreneurship. Minorities 

make up just 8% of U.S. born innovators and Women 

represent only 12% of U.S. innovators.

Areas of Underrepresented 

● STEM related programs

● Academic entrepreneurship programs

● Regional innovation incubators

● Federally funded SBIR/STTR grants

● Venture capital investment portfolios



Significance

● Limited Access to Training & Mentorship

● Lack of Awareness of Funding Opportunities

● Unestablished Business Networks



Project Overview 

● Determine the barriers and facilitators to SBIR submission for 

successful women and minority early entrepreneurs.

● Develop linkages between entrepreneurs and academic researchers 

interested in connected health technologies and approaches.

● Develop tools that could be broadly disseminated to institutions and 

networks to foster women and minority innovative entrepreneurs.



Overall Goal  

Increase successful SBIR/STTR applications from women/minority owned 

businesses.

Aims:

1. Create a database of relevant events and contacts.

2. Identify the common themes, barriers, & facilitators of entrepreneurs.

3. Conduct semi-structured interviews with thought leaders in the 

entrepreneurial & venture capital arena.



Aim 3 - Methods

● Develop a prototype of a “navigation portal” to provide resources to 

help small businesses to access funding opportunities, mentorships, 

and social connecting.  

● Create a Interview Review Guide to gather insights and feedback on 

the online navigation portal

● Conduct interviews to gather feedback on early stage AWARE 

website prototype to guide ongoing development.



Results 

1. Distinct mentorships between entrepreneurs and academic 

researchers.

2. Creating a tissue for public health innovators. 

3. Creating a central place for grant information. 



My Role



Lessons Learned 

● Many funding opportunities are poorly marketed to 

entrepreneurs. 

● Many people don’t know where to seek assistance. 


